HEBREW + STUDENT. < 


OCTOBER, 1882. 


SOME “HEBREW” FACTS. 


By tue Eprror. 


This statement might better have been headed ‘‘Some Facts about 
Hebrew.’ When it has been read, perhaps the caption ‘‘Some Facts 
about The Hebrew Summer School” may suggest itself as more appropri- 
ate. Be this as it may, it is thought that the statement deserves a hear- 
ing, not because of any merit it possesses in itself, but for the sake of the 
facts presented,— facts which are certainly of a nature to interest all who 
believe in an educated ministry. These facts are stated briefly and 
candidly. That they are facts, the members of the ‘‘School’’ will testify. 

1. The Members.—At the second session of the Hebrew Summer 
School, held at Morgan Park, July 11th-Aug. 19th, there were present 
sixty regular members, besides several who, for various reasons, were 
not so identified with the school as to be counted full members. Over 
one hundred had engaged accommodations, and as many would have 
been present, had not the announcement been made three months before- 
hand that there was room for no more. 

Of the sixty actual members, three were ladies, the remainder gentle- 
men. The number included Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, United 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Reformed Episcopalians, Congregationalists, 
O. 8. Presbyterians, and Seventh Day Baptists. Of the sixty, thirty- 
_ five were pastors, fifteen, students of divinity, and seven, teachers. 
Thirty-three Colleges and Universities were represented, and twelve 
Divinity Schools. The members of the school represented seventeen 
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States and Countries: California, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Ore- 
gon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island. Wisconsin, Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward Island. Of the sixty members, fifty-three had enjoyed college 
training, and forty-four were graduates or members: of theological semi- 
naries. The average age of the students was thirty-three years. 


2. The Work Accomplished.—The mere recital of the work done, 
of course, means nothing. The question is not one of how much, but 
one of what kind. Was the work thorough, accurate, substantial? Or 
was it hasty, careless, superficial? It will undoubtedly be the thought 
of many that the amount of work recounted below could not have been 
done and done well, in mid-summer, by worn-out ministers who were 
taking a vacation. Yet the character of the instructors, and of the men- 
who received the instruction, would seem to be an indication of the char- 
acter of the work. It is unnecessary to say that more was accomplished 
than had been promised by the Instructor, or than had been expected 
by the members. A brief sketch of the work is here given: 


The Beginners’ Class, numbering sixteen, made fifty-four recitations, in the 
course of which they (1) committed to memory the first chapter of Gen., (2) trans- 
lated critically Gen. 11-x11, (3) did a little extempore translation in 1 Samuel and 
the Psalms, (4) memorized three hundred words, and (5) learned the essentials of 
the Grammar, with the exception of a portion of the noun. During the last week 
some attention was given to extempore reading, and the class performed the 
work with remarkable ease. This was the work of the first section; the second 
section did not do quite so much. , 

The Reviewers’ Class was divided into three sections. The first section (1) 
committed the first four chapters of Genesis, (2) read critically, Genesis V-XVII, 
and (3) studied Gesenius’ Grammar, taking up in a most thorough manner the 
Verb andthe Noun. The second and third sections did practically the same work; 
they (1) committed Gen. I, (2) read critically Gen. 11-xrv, (3) memorized three 
hundred words, (4) read extempore the Books of 1 Sam. and Ruth, (5) reviewed the 
essentials of the Grammar. The members of this class in nearly every case did 
also the work of one or both of the upper classes. 

The Extempore Class was engaged three hours every day. The first section 
read Genesis, Exodus 1-xx, Deuteronomy 1I-xil, Joshua I-xIv, Judges, I Sam- 
uel, 11 Samuel, Hosea, eighty-one Psalms, Proverbs, Ruth, Lamentations, Eccle- 
siastes, Esther and Nehemiah. In addition to this they prepared each day for 
recitation fifty Hebrew words, in all nearly twelve hundred words. The second 
section did about two-thirds of the work done by the first section. The whole 
number of pages, nearly five hundred, was read in 80 ho xrs, making an average of six 
pages an hour. Genesis, eighty-cight pages, was read in thirteen hours. 

The Exegetical Class.—This class was made up of members from the other 
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‘classes. One hour a day was spent in the recitation-room. The Prophecy of 
Nahum was studied critically and exegetically. With this prophecy as a basis of 
study, many of the most important general questions relating to Introduction 
_and Interpretation were discussed. 


Especial attention was given to the pronunciation of the Hebrew. Every 
class, from the lowest to the highest, received constant and continuous drill in this 
particular. 

The Lectures.—One of the most interesting features of the work was the 
‘Lecture Course. Each afternoon at four o'clock, the School assembled in the 
Library and listened to the discussion of important subjects, relating chiefly to the 
Old Testament, by distinguished scholars and ministers. 

3. Zhe Methods.—The enthusiastic spirit of the members, and the 
large amount of work performed, are due in great measure, it is believed, 
‘to the methods employed. Grammatical instruction was imparted almost 
wholly by the Inductive method, the student being required first to learn 
the facts in the case, and after that the principles taught by these facts. 
Every class was required to memorize each day a few of the most fre- 
quently occurring words, so that at the end of the work, the lowest class 

~ had acquired a vocabulary of three to four hundred words, the highest one 
of twelve to fifteen hundred words. And with these words at com- 
mand, reading at sight was a possibility, not only for those who had 
long studied the language, but also for those who within a few days had 
for the first time even seen a Hebrew letter. The memorizing of words 
‘is without doubt a dry and difficult business, but for him who has once 
experienced the pleasure of reading at sight, it no longer seems so dry 
and difficult as before. The use of these methods, zm all the classes, 
aroused an interest in the study, and made men feel that the Hebrew could 
be learned, a feeling not generally entertained, it is to be regretted, 
-among the clergy. 


4. The Translation of Nahum.—The crowning feature of the Schoo] 
-was the work of the so-called Translation-committee, which was com- 
_ posed, for the most part, of those who were members of the Exegetical 
Class. The work of this committee forms the basis of this number of The 
Hebrew Student. The committee as a whole translated the Hebrew. 
Sub-committees made translations of the Septuagint, Chaldee and Vulgate 
‘versions. The work speaks for itself. It is to be understood that it is 
the work of the students, not of the Instructors. The latter are respon- 
sible for no part of it except its publication. The value of the work to 
the men engaged in it cannot easily be over-estimated. The various dis- 
cussions arising upon the shades of meaning, the exact construction of 
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words, the order of thought, etc., could not but be of the greatest advan- 
tage. That the Translation will be of service to others is, perhaps, not 
so evident, yet the very fact that men who do not profess to be special- 
ists, whose work it is to preach, by whom time for this kind of work is 
obtained only with great difficulty,—the fact that swch men can do and 
have done such work, should be, yes, wéll be, an inspiration and a 
blessing to many a pastor who earnestly desires a familiar acquaintance 
with the sacred tongue, but cannot see his way clear to undertake the 
work which is necessary in order to obtain it. 


This translation was made in the following manner : 


The work.of preparing the first draft of the translation including division into 
parallelisms was assigned to a sub-committee of three, called the Executive Com- 
mittee. Their reported translation was the basis of the discussion and translation 
for the Full Committee. This report was acted upon verse by verse and member by 
member, and as adopted, was called the provisional translation. In this part of the 
work a majority of the members present determined all questions. After a com- 
plete provisional translation of the prophecy had been made, it was reconsidered 
by the Full Committe, verse by verse ; and the form then agreed upon was called 
the final translation. During the course of the revision, however, no change was 
made in the provisional translation except by order of a majority of all the mem- 
bers of the Full Committee. The Committee was governed in all decisions by the 
rules which generally obtain in deliberative assemblies. 


5. The Patrons of the School.—Three weeks before the opening 
of the School, it was not known where the money was to be obtained to 
pay its expenses, since it had been announced that no charges for tui- 
tion would be made. When this announcement was published, it was 
not supposed that so many would be in attendance, or that so much ad- 
ditional instruction would be required. The financial outlook was indeed 
a gloomy one. A statement of the facts in the case was laid before a 
few of the most prominent laymen in the country, men who were known 
to be in sympathy with all efforts seeking to raise the intellectual standard 
of the ministry. The appeal met with a most hearty response, and at 
the opening of the School, there was deposited in the bank a sum of 
money sufficient, together with a donation from the members of the 
School, to pay the expenses. 

Space does not permit more ‘‘facts’’ to be presented. Nor is it best, 
at this time, to refer to what may reasonably be expected in the future. 
It is, however, not too much to say, that from the present outlook, there 
seems to be a work for The Hebrew Summer School todo. That this 
work may be done, and indeed, done well, is, we are sure, the prayer of all. 
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ISAGOGICAL INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPHECY OF NAHUM. 


By Pror. 8. Burnuam, 
Hamilton Theological Seminary, Hamilton, N. Y. 


1. Canonicity. . The grounds on which the Book of Nahum must be 
assigned a place in the Canon of the Old Testament, are: 

(1) The Claim made in the book itself. 

In the title (1. 1), it is said that the book is a record of the vis- 
ion of Nahum the Elkoshite. The word for vision is, in the Hebrew 
text, 1M, a word used generally, if not exclusively to denote a divine 
revelation. The book, therefore, claims for itself inspiration. 

The use of the word Nw i in the same verse, is also a virtual claim 
to inspiration. For this word is a technical term used often by the 
prophets to introduce messages which they announced as the word of 
God. 

' Nor is there evidence to show that 1.1 is not an integral part of 
the prophecy, and so not the words of the prophet himself. Indeed, un- 
less this verse be taken as the prophet’s own introduction to his book, the 
transition in 1. 8, a, becomes meaningless, and the use and reference of 
the feminine pronoun found at that place, are unintelligible. 

(2) The Character of the Contents of the book. 

Although relating entirely to the downfall of the Assyrian power, 
and the destruction of its capital city Nineveh, and therefore, not treat- 
ing directly either of the chosen people, or of its faith and its hopes, the 
book is, nevertheless, highly religious in its character and teachings. 
These teachings, moreover, touch some of the central truths of the Scrip- 
tures, and are in profound and happy accord with doctrines set forth in 
both the Old and the New Testaments. 

The sublime and spiritual delineation of the character of God i in I. 
2-7, is the basis on which the prophet rests the threatenings and. the 
promises of the book. All the rest of the prophecy is, so to speak, the 
application in a particular case of the general principles there laid down. 
So that, in depth and accuracy of spiritual insight, Nahum ranks with 
those who, in the Old Testament age, wefe most profoundly taught of 
God. 

(3) Tradition, both Jewish and Christian. 

A place in the Canon has never been denied to Nahum, either by 
Jewish writers or by Christian councils. Nor has any individual writer 
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in the early church omitted the Book of Nahum from his list of the 
canonical writings. 

Indirectly, therefore, the book may be said to have, as an evidence: 
of its canonicity, 

(4) Endorsement by Christ and the Apostles. 

For it must have formed a part of the ‘‘prophets” which they recog-- 
nized as of divine authority. 


But there is no direct quotation from the book in the New Testa-. 
ment. Certainly, none that could be used as a proof of its canonicity. 
Some have thought there is a reference to 1. 7 in 2nd Tim. 1. 19; to 1 
15 in Rom. x. 15, and to m. 4 in Rev. xvm. 3. But all these cases are- 
doubtful, or are, at best, mere allusions such as would show nothing as. 
to the inspired, or the uninspired character of their source. 

2. Author and Date of Composition. 

Of the author himself, we have no other knowledge than that. 
which is given in the short introduction to his book (1. 1), which sets 
before us his name and the place of his birth. 

The time in which the prophecy was written, can, in like way, be 
determined only from the allusions in the book itself, studied in the light. 
of sacred and profane history. 

If, then, we make 1. 9-14 refer prophetically to the invasion by 
Sennacherib, the destruction of his army, and his own subsequent death, 
which seems, on the whole, the most satisfactory interpretation, the pro- 
phecy must be assigned to the latter half of the reign of Hezekiah, and 
to some time before the invasion by Sennacherib, i. e., to 712-700 B. C. 
The prophecy is thus assigned by Eusebius, Jerome, Marck, Kreenen, 
and Henderson. 

But there is a great variety of views among critics as to the time of 
composition. The prophecy i is assigned to some time after the invasion 
by Sennacherib, but still in the reign of Hezekiah, i. e., to 701-697 
B. C., by Vitringa, Hiivernick, De Wette, Keil, Kuenen, and Bleek. It 
is assigned to the time of Manasseh, i. e., to about 660 B. C., by Grotius, 
Strauss, Kleinert, Jarchi, and Schrader. It is put in the time of Josiah, 
i. e., about 636 B. C, by Hitzig and Ewald. 

3. Place of Composition. . 

The place in which the book was written, is no more certain than 
_ the time of its composition. The only means we have for determining 
this matter, are the mention of the birthplace of the prophet int. 1, and 
the character of the contents of the book itself. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

i 

| 

7 

‘ 
| 


IsacoaicaL InrropvcTION To THE PropuKcy or Nauum. 39 


Even from the name of the prophet’s native place, two views are 
deduced. 


Some claim that the name Elkosh denoted a village in Assyria now 
called Alkush, and that, therefore, the book was written in Assyria. But 
Elkosh is first mentioned in a letter by a Monk of the 16th century, and 
seems to have no claims to antiquity. It is more probable, therefore, 
that the name passed from the book to the village, than from the village 
into the book. 


Others think that Elkosh was a village in Galilee. This view rests upon 
the authority of Jerome, who says that Elkosh was in Galilee, and gives 
as the reason for this opinion, that there was in Galilee in his own day 
a village called Elcesi, which had been pointed out to him by his guide, 
and was well known to the Jews. 

If, however, the prophet was born in Galilee, we must yet suppose 
that his prophecy, if written in Palestine at all, was written in Judea, 
and not in the northern kingdom. For, at the time of any of the dates 
to which the book is assigned by the critics cited in section 2, the king- 
dom of Israel had perished, and there could have been no reason for 
giving such a message as the book of Nahum to the motley population of 
the north. It is not even probable that a prophet ofthe true God wou!d 

‘have been found dwelling among such a people. 

The name of the prophet’s birthplace seems then, to point to the 
land of Judah, as the place in which the book was written. It remains 
to consider the evidence afforded by the contents of the book. 

It is urged in favor of the view that the prophecy was written in 
Assyria: 

(a) That it contains some Assyrian words. But no more, it may be 
replied, than the previous relations of Palestine to Assyria would have 
made possible to a Judean writer, and even would have been likely to 
cause him to use. 

(b) That the vivid description of Nineveh contained in Chap. n. 
could only have come from one writing in the immediate vicinity of that 
city. But it may be answered that the delineation is no more specific 
and vivid than any well informed Palestinian writer of that day could 
have given of a city so famous. 


(c) That the evident purpose of the prophet was to foretell the 
doom of Nineveh; and that, therefore, the prophecy, being for that city, 
was written in its neighborhood. But it would seem that the main pur- 
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pose of the prophet was rather to comfort the people of God by declar- 
ing the doom of their proud and mighty foe, than to give any warning, 
or to announce any judgment, to the foe himself. 

On the other hand, it may be said in favor of Judea as the place 
of the composition of the book : 

(a) That the beautiful imagery in Chap. 1. 4-5, especially that 
which makes use of Carmel, Bashan, and Lebanon, is such as would be 
naturally employed by a resident of Judea, but would not be so likely 
to appear in a book written in Assyria. 

(b) That some of the expressions used by the prophet, seem to be 
borrowed from Isaiah, and that this indicates au intimacy to some 
extent between him and Isaiah, who, according to the two most probable 
dates assigned to the book of Nahum, must have been his contem- 
porary. 

(c) That the reference to the coming invasion by Sennacherib, is 
made entirely from the point of view of one living in Judea. 

(d) That the purpose of the prophet is to assure and comfort the 
people of Judea, which he could have little hope of doing, if he were 
writing in distant Assyria. 

4. The Purpose of the Prophet in the book. 

If we take the first date assigned to the book in section 2, as the 
true date for it, and suppose that the prophecy was written in Judea, 
then the contents of the book make it clear that the aim of the prophet 
was to prepare the nation for the coming invasion by Sennacherib, by 
creating in their minds a confidence that this invasion would come to 
naught, that the invader himself would miserably perish, and that 
finally the great and proud city that should send him forth, would be 
utterly destroyed. 

It would be quite natural that such a purpose should produce the 
book, for a like purpose gave birth to some of the utterances of the — 
prophet’s great contemporary, Isaiah. 

The prophecy, when taken in connection with the book of Jonah, 
will be found to teach great and valuable spiritual lessons, though it 
must be granted that it is more than doubtful if the presentation of these 
truths formed any part of the prophet’s own purpose. 

In the book of Jonah, we learn that God is no respecter of persons, 
but that in every nation, he that works righteousness, is accepted of 
Him. We see here penitent Ninevah receiving the salvation which, by 
the grace of God, sincere repentance always brings to a human soul. 
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In Nahum, on the other hand, we see the same nation despising 
the goodness of God, and, in deceit and cruelty, in persistent wickedness, 
receiving the persistent sinner’s doom. We find also, in this book, 
that the same God, because he is ever the same, forgave before, and 
will now destroy ; and we learn in Nahum not less than in the Apoca- 
lypse, to dread the wrath of the Lamb. 


5. The Analysis of the book. 
Judah need not fear; for crafty and cruel Nineveh, because of her 
enmity to Jehovah, shall surely perish. 
Jehovah, a jealous God, inflicts vengeance upon his enemies, but 
is a fortress for his people in every trouble, 1. 1-7: 
The is Nineveh: 1. 
. Jehovah will inflict vengeance upon ali his enemies: 2. 
. Yet he is long-suffering : 3, a in part. 
. But he has all the right necessary to make him able to inflict 
vengeance according to his will: 3, a—6. 
. For his own people, however, he is a refuge in very time of 
trouble: 7. 
II. This God will deliver Judah from the yoke of Assyria, and 
destroy that nation, and its capital city Nineveh: 1. 8-1. 1. 
. Since God is what he is, Ninevah must perish: 8. 
. Her invading army under Sennacherib, her king, shall be 
destroyed : 9-12, a. 
. By this overthrow of Sennacherib, Judah shall be set free from 
the yoke of Assyria: 12, 6-138. 
. Though Sennacherib himself is suffered to return to his own 
land, even he shall not escape the vengeance of God: 14. 
. The overthrow of Suinacheeih, shall be followed by peace and 
joy in Judah: 1. 
III. The Means, Manner and Cause of this destruction of 
1. The Means: The invasion by the Medes and Babylonians : 11. 2-6. 
a) The approach and attack by the invading army: 2-5. 
b) Nineveh’s preparations for defense: 6. 
2. The Manner: 1. 7-14. 
(a) [With water, (possibly) : 7.] 
(b) With pillage and devastation: 8-13. 
(c) With tire and sword: 14. 
3. The Cause: The cruelty and craft of Nineveh: m. 1-7. 
IV. As Thebes could not be delivered out of God’s hand, so nothing 
shall save Nineveh from his vengeance: m1. 8-9. 
1. If greater Thebes could not escape when her time came, how can 
ineveh hope to defy God’s vengeance? 9-13. 
2. All effort shall be in vain; no might shall save her; the doomed 
city shall perish: 14-19. 
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THE HEBREW TEXT OF THE PROPHECY OF NAHUM. 


[ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE PARALLELISM. | 
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A TRANSLATION oF THE Propuecy or Nauvm. 


A TRANSLATION OF THE PROPHECY OF NAHUM 


IN PARALLEL COLUMNS WITH THE AUTHORIZED VERSION. 


NAHU M. 


CHAPTER I. 


1. *The burden of Nineveh ; 

The record of the vision of Nahum, the he 
koshite. 

2. A jealous God and an avenger is Jehovah, 
An avenger is Jehovah and a master of wrath; 
Anavenger is Jehovah toward his adversaries, 
And a keeper of wrath toward his enemies. 


3. Jehovah is slow to anger, but great in power, 
And he will surely not fail to punish ; 
Jehovah—in whirlwind and in tempest is his 

way, 
And clouds are the dust of his feet. 


4. He rebuketh the sea and maketh it dry, 
And all the rivers he drieth up ; 
Bashan droopeth and Carmel, 

And the flower of Lebanon droopeth. 
5. Mountains tremble before him, 
And the hills melt away ; 
The earth is lifted up at his presence, 
Both the world and all dwellers therein. 


6. Before his fury who shall stand ? 
And who shall arise in the heat of his anger ? 
*A declaration concerning. 


CHAPTER I. 


Tue burden of Nineveh. The 
book of the vision of Nahum 
the Elkoshite. 


God is jealous, and the Lorp 
revengeth; the Lorp revengeth 
and is furious; the Lorp will 
take vengeance on his adversa- 
ries, and he reserveth wrath for 
his enemies. 

The Lorp is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not at 
all acquit the wicked; the Lorn 
hath his way in the whirlwind 
and in the storm, and the clouds 
are the dust of his feet. 


He rebuketh the sea, and mak- 
eth it dry, and drieth up all the 
rivers: Bashan languisheth, and 
Carmel, and the flower of Le- 
banon languisheth. 


The mountains quake at him, 
and the hills melt, and the earth 
is burned at his presence, yea, 
the world, and all that dwell 
therein. 


Whocan stand before his indig- 
nation? and who can abide in the 
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A TRANSLATION OF THE PROPHECY 


His wrath is poured out as fire, 
And the rocks are broken down before him. 


‘J. Good is Jehovah, a refuge in the day of distress, 
And he knoweth those trusting in him. 


8. Therefore with a flood passing over, an end of 
her place he will make, 
And darkness shall pursue his enemies. 
9. What devise ye against Jehovah ? 
He is about to make an end ; 
Distress shall not arise twice. 


10. For though they be like interwoven thorns, 
And like those drunk with their drink, 
They shall be wholly consumed as dry stubble. 


11. From thee he cometh forth, 
A deviser of evil against Jehovah, 
A counselor of wickedness. 


12. Thus saith Jehovah : 
Though complete and so many, 
Even so are they mown down and he passeth 
away. 
Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee 
no more. 
13. And now will I shiver his yoke from upon 
thee, 
And thy bonds will I tear off. 
14. But Jehovah hath commanded concerningthee: 
No more of thy name shall be sown ; 
From the house of thy gods I will cut off im- 
ages carvéd and molten. 
Thy grave I will make for thou art vile. 
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fierceness of his anger? his fury 
is poured out like fire, and the 
rocks are thrown down by him. 


The LORD is good, a strong hold 
in the day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him. 


But with an éverrunning flood 
he will make an utter end of the 
place thereof, and darkness shall 
pursue his enemies. 


What do ye imagine against 
the LORD ? he will make an utter 
end: affliction shall not rise up 
the second time. 


For while they be folden to- 
gether as thorns, and while they 
are drunken as drunkards, they 
shall be devoured as stubble fully 
dry. 


There is one come out of thee, 
that imagineth evil against the 
LORD, a wicked counselor. 


Thus saith the LoRD; Though 
they be quiet, and likewise many, 
yet thus shall they be cut down, 
when he shall pass through. 
Though [ have afflicted thee, I 
will afflict thee no more. 


For now will I break his yoke 
from off thee, and will burst thy 
bonds in sunder. 


And the Lorp hath given a 
commandment concerning thee, 
that no more of the name be 
sown: out of the house of thy 
gods will | cut off the graven im- 
age and the molten image: I will 
make thy grave; for thou art 
vile. 
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A TRANSLATION OF THE PropHecy oF Nanoum. 


CHAPTER II. 


. Behold upon the mountains the feet of the 


~ bearer of glad tidings, the proclaimer of 
peace 
Celebrate, O Judah, thy feasts, fulfil thy vows, 
For the wicked man shall not pass through 
thee again, 
He is wholly cut off. 


. A devastator is coming up against thee, 
Guard the rampart ; 

Watch the way, 

Strengthen the loins, 

Make power firm to the utmost. 


. For Jehovah will restore the glory of Jacob, 


As the glory of Israel ; 
Though spoilers have spoiled them, 
And have destroyed their branches. 


The shield of his heroes is made red, 
The men of valor are in scarlet ; 

In shining iron are the chariots, 

In the day of his preparation ; 


“And the lances are brandished. 


. Through the streets the chariots rush madly, 


6. 


They dash along the broad ways ; 
Their appearance is like torches, 
Like flashes of lightning they dart. 


He remembereth his nobles, 
They stumble in their goings : 
hey hasten to her walls, 
And the defense is prepared, 
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Behold upon the mountains 
the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth 
peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn 
feasts, perform thy vows: for 
the wicked shall no more pass 
through thee; he is utterly cut 
off. 


CHAPTER II. 


He that dasheth in pieces is 
come up before thy face: keep 
the munition, watch the way, 
make thy loins strong, fortify thy 
power mightily. 


For the Lorp hath turned away 
the excellency of Jacob, as the 
excellency of Israel: for the 
emptiers have emptied them 
out, and marred their vine 
branches. 


The shield of his mighty men 
is made red, the valiant men are 
in scarlet: the chariots shall be 
with flaming torches in the day 
of his preparation, and the fir 
trees shall be terribly shaken. 


The chariots shall rage in the 
streets, they shall justle one 
against another in the broad 
ways: they shall seem like 
torches, they shall run like the 
lightnings. 


He shall recount the worthies: 
they shall stumble in their walk; 
they shall make haste to the wall 


_ thereof, and the defense shall be 


prepared. . 
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A TRANSLATION OF THE PROPHECY 


The gatesof the rivers shall be 
opened, and the palace shall be 
dissolved. 


7. The gates of the rivers are opened, : 6 
And the palace melteth away. 


8. *For it is determined ; And Huzzab shall be led away 


She is stripped, is carried away ; 

And her maids moan as with the sound of 
doves, 

Beating upon their breasts. 


. Though Nineveh was as a pool of water 
throughout her days, 

Yet they are fleeing, 

Stand ! stand! 

And no one turneth back. 


. Plunder silver, plunder gold, 
And there is no end to the store, 
There is abundance of all desirable things. 


. Emptiness, and utter emptiness, and desola- 
tion, 

And hearts melting, and tottering of knees, 

And anguish in all loins, 

And all their faces lose color. 


. Where is the den of lions, 

That was the feeding-place for the young lions, 

Where the lion walked, the lioness and the 
lion’s whelp, 

And no one caused alarm ? 


. The lion tore for the supply of his whelps, 
And strangled for his lionesses ; 

And he filled with prey his lairs, 

And his dens with ravin. 


14. Behold I [am coming] unto thee, is the de- 


claration of Jehovah of hosts, 
And I will burn up in the smoke her chariots, 


*Though Jirmly established. Some add this to verse 7. 


captive, she shall be brought up, 
and her maids shall lead her as 
with the voice of doves, tabering 
upon their breasts. 


But Nineveh is of old like a 
pool of water: yet they shall flee 
away. Stand, stand, shall they 
cry; but none shall look back. 


Take ye the spoil of silver, take 
the spoil of gold: for there is 
none end of the store and glory 
out of all the pleasant furniture. 


She is empty, and void, and 
waste: and the heart melteth, 
and the knees smite together, 
and much pain is in all loins, and 
the faces of them all gather 
blackness. 


Where is the dwelling of the 
lions, and the feedingplace of 
the young lions, where the lion, 
even the old lion, walked, and the 
lion’s whelp, and none made 
them afraid ? 


The lion did tear in pieces 
enough for his whelps, and 
strangled for his liones-es, and 
filled his holes with prey, and his 
dens with ravin. 


Behold, Iam against thee, saith 
the Lorp of hosts, and I will burn 
herchariots in thesmoke, andthe 
sword shall devour thy young 
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And thy young lions the sword shall consume; mente caste wail out oft thy prey 
And I will cut off from the earth thy spoil, oe . novo e voice 0 
And the voice of thy messengers shall be 


heard no more. 


CHAPTER III. CHAPTER III. 


1. Woe, city of blood ! 1 Woe to the bloody city! it is 
She is all full of deceit and violence, ie 
The spoil doth not depart. ‘ 


2. The sound of the whip, 
And the sound of the rattling of wheels ; and of the pransing horses, and 
And horses prancing, of the jumping chariots. 


And chariots bounding. 


3. Horsemen curveting, The horseman lifteth up both 


: the bright sword and the glitter- 
And glitter of sword and flash of spear, 
And a multitude of slain, and a great number tude of slain, and a great number 

of corpses ; of carcases; and there is none 
And there is no end to the bodies, oo re they stam 
And they stumble over their bodies. 


4, Because of the multitude of the harlotries of 4 Because of the multitude of 


the harlot, the whoredoms of the wellfa- : 
Beautiful of grace, mistress of enchantments, peracid a 
Who selleth nations by her harlotries, through her whoredoms, and 
And people by her enchantments. families through her witch- 


5. Behold, I [am coming] unto thee, isthe de- 5 Behold,lamagainst thee, saith 


claration of Jehovah of hosts ; dis- 
And I will uncover thy skirts upon thy face, andI 
And I will show nations thy nakedness, | makedness, and the kingdoms 
‘And kingdoms thy shame. thy shame. 


And I willcast abominable filth 


And I will set thee as a gazing-stock. _ andjwill set theeasagazingstock. 
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53 


7. And it shall be that every one seeing thee 7 And itshall come to pass, that 


all they that look upon thee 
shall flee from thee, Ob ee shall flee from thee, and say, 
And shall say : Nineveh is laid waste ; Nineveh is laid waste: who will 


Who will mourn for her? bemoan her? whence shall I 
Whence shall I seek comforters for thee ? seek comforters for thee ? 


. Art thou better than Thebes, 8 Art thou better than populous 


That dwelt amid the rivers, No, that was situate among the 

cs . rivers, that had the waters round 
Waters surrounding her, about it, whose rampart was the 
Whose bulwark was the sea, sea, and her wall was from the 


Of sea was her wall ? sea? 


. Ethiopia was her strength, also Egypt. and 9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her 


there was no end: strength, and it was infinite; 
. Put and Lubi thy hel. 
Put and the Lybians were among thy helpers. ee 
10. Even she went into exile as a captive, 10 Yet was she carried away, she 
Also her babes were dashed in pieces at the went into captivity: her young 


child Iso dashed i 
head of all the streets ; pen = the ro a all the 


And over her honored men they cast the lot, streets: and they cast lots for 


And all her great men were bound in chains. her honorable men, and all her 
great men were bound in chains. 


11. Thou also shalt drink to the full, thou shalt 11 Thou also shalt be drunken: 
be hid from sight ; : thou thalt be hid, thou also shalt 


Thou also shalt seek a refuge from the enemy. po ia Se ae 


12. All thy fortresses are fig-trees with early figs; 12 All thy strong holds shall belike 


If shaken, they fall into the mouth of the ane ges hy ‘ee 
eater. ’ even fall into the mouth of the 
eater. 


18 ~=Behold thy people in the midst 


13. Behold, thy people are women in the midst of 


thee ; of thee are women: the gates of 
The gates of thy land are opened wide to thy land shall be set wide open 
thine enemies unto thine enemies: the fire 
shall devour thy bars. 
Fire is consuming thy bars. 
14, Draw for thyself water for the siege, 14 Drawtheewaters for the siege, 
Strengthen thy fortresses ; fortify thy strong holds: go into 


clay, and tread the mortar, make 


Go into the clay and tread in the mire, strong the brickkiin. 


Strengthen the brick-kiln. 
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15. There fire shall consume thee, ; 15 There shall the fire devour 


The sword shall cut thee off, 
It shall consume thee as the devouring locust. cankerworm, make thyself many 


Multiply thyself as the devouring locust, as the cankerworm, make thy- 
Multiply thyself as the swarming locust. self many as thy locusts. 


16. Thou hast made thy traders more numerous Thou hast multiplied thy mer- 
than the stars of heaven. ee 
The devouring locust spreadeth abroad and spoileth, 
flieth away. 


17. Thy crowned ones are as swarming locusts, Thy crowned are as the locusts, 


And thy satraps as locusts upon locusts, 


That settle in the hedges upon a chilly day ; hedges in the cold day, but when 
The sun breaketh forth and they flee, the sun ariseth they flee away, 


s and their place is not known 
And the place where they are is not known. ea elt 


18. Thy shepherds slumber, O King of Assyria, Thy shepherds slumber, king 
Thy nobles lie sleeping ; Amytia: thy 

- well in the dust: thy people is 

Thy people are scattered upon the mountains, scattered upon the mountains, 


And there is no one gathering them. and no man gathereth them. 


19. There is no healing of thy hurt, There is no ma of thy 
bruise; thy wound is levous: 

ped <= is deadly ; 7 all that hear the bruit of thee 
earing the report of thee shall clap their shall clap the hands over thee: 


hands over thee, for upon whom hath not thy 
For upon whom hath not thy wickedness wickedness passed continually? 
passed continually ? 
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A TRANSLATION OF THE SEPTUAGINT OF THE PROPHECY 
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OF NAHUM? 


CHAPTER I. 


A PropuHecy about Nineveh; the book of the vision of Nahum the El- 
koshite. A God jealous and taking vengeance is the Lord; the Lord taketh 
vengeance with fury ; the Lord taketh vengeance on bis adversaries, and he 
destroyeth his enemies. The Lord is long-suffering, and great is his power ;. 
and the Lord will by no means fail to punish. In completion and in whirlwind. 
is his way, and clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea and 
maketh it dry, and all the rivers he drieth up. Bashan languisheth, and Carmel ; 
and the flower of Lebanon dieth. The mountains are shaken by him, and the- 
hills rock ; and the whole earth is lifted up at his presence, and all who dwell 
therein. Before his anger who shall stand? And who shall withstand in the 
anger of his wrath? His wrath melts the elements, and the rocks are broken 
in pieces by him. The Lord is good to those who wait for him in the day of dis- 
tress ; and he knoweth those who fearhim. And with a passing flood he wil} 
make an utter end ; darkness shall pursue those who rise up, even his enemies. 
What devise ye against the Lord? He will make an utter end; he will not 
take vengeance twice upon the same thing. Because to its foundation it shall 
be left waste ; aud it will be consumed.as an interwoven vine and as stubble. 
fully dry. From thee will go forth one who desireth evil against the Lord, one 
who counseleth hostility. Thus saith the Lord, who ruleth many waters: Even 
so shall they be heard no more. And now will I shiver his rod from upon thee,. 
and I will break thy bonds asunder. And the Lord will command concerning 
thee: There shall not any more be sown of thy name ; from the house of thy 
God I will utterly destroy the carved images ; and molten images I will make 
thy grave. For behold, swift upon the mountains are the feet of him who 
beareth good news and bringeth tidings of peace ! Celebrate thy feasts, O Judah, 
pay thy vows ; for never again will they pass through thee forever. 


CHAPTER Il. 


12 I1tis brought to an end, itis destroyed. He is gone up scorning [thee] to 


3 
4 


thy face, delivering from tribulation. Look to the way, strengthen the loins, 
fortify thy strength mightily. Because the Lord will turn away the outrage 
against Jacob as the vutrage against Israel; for those who drive out drove 
them out and destroyed their branches. The arms of their power are from men, 
strong men sporting in fire ; the bridles of their chariots in the day of his prep- 
aration, and the charioteers will be thrown into confusion in the streets. And 
the chariots will be commingled and entangled in the broad ways ; their appear- 


1The text used is that of Tischendorf. 
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ance is as blazing torches, and as lightning they dart about. And their great 
chiefs will be remembered, and they will flee by day and will be weak in their 
going, and they will hasten to her walls, and they will prepare their garrisons. 
The gates of their cities are thrown open, and the palace is destroyed. And 
the foundation is uncovered ; and she goeth forth, and her slaves are led away, 
as doves mourning in their hearts. And Nineveh — asa pool of water were 
her waters ; and those fleeing did not stand, and there was no one who looked 
back. Plunder the silver, plunder the gold ; and there was no end of her orna- 
ments ; they are weighed with all her desirable vessels. A shaking, and a vio- 
lent shaking, and a casting out, and breaking of hearts, and relaxing of knees, 
and pangs in all loins, and the face of all is as the burning of a pot. Where is 
the dwelling-place of the lions and the feeding-place of the whelps ? 
Where walked the lion, that the lion’s whelps might enter, and there was no 
one who affrighted them? The lion snatched what was sufficient for his 
whelps and he strangled for his lions; and he filled hisden with prey and his 
dwelling-place with booty. Behold ! I am against thee, saith the Lord Almighty ; 
and and I will burn in smoke thy multitude, and a sword shal] devour thy lions, 
I will utterly destroy thy prey from the earth, and thy works shall no longer 
be heard of. 


CHAPTER III. 


O city of blood, wholly false, full of injustice! The prey will not be handled. 
A sound of whips, and a sound of the rattling of wheels, and of horse gallop- 
ing and chariot bounding. And of horseman mounting, and of sword glittering, 
and weapons flashing, and a multitude of wounded and a heavy fall, and there 
was no end to her hosts ; and they shall be weak in their bodies from the extent 
of their fornication. Beautiful and graceful harlot, mistress of enchantments, 
who sold nations with her fornication and peoples with her enchantments. 
Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord the Almighty God, and thy naked- 
ness I will uncover unto thy face, and I will show to the nations thy shame and 
to kingdoms thy dishonor. And I will cast filth upon thee according to.thine 
impurities, and I will make thee an example. And it shall come to pass that 
every one who seeth thee will go down from thee and will say: Wretched Nine- 
veh ! Who shall bewail her ? Whence shall I seek consolation for her ? Prepare 
the part; tune the chord; prepare the part—Thebes, who dwelt among the 
rivers ; water round about her, whose power was the sea, and her walls were 
water. And Ethiopia was her strength, and Egypt, and there was no limit to the 
flight, and the Libyans were her allies. Even she will go into captivity, and 
her infants they will dash at the heads of all her streets, and upon all her glo- 
rious things they will cast lots, and all her great chiefs will be put in fetters. 
And thou shalt be made drunk. And thou shalt seek from enemies a place for 
thyself. All thy fortresses are fig trees holding watchmen ; if they are shaken, 
they will fall into the mouth of the eater. Behold thy people are as women 
within thee ; to thine enemies the gates of thy land will be thrown wide open ; 
fire will devour thy bars. Draw for thyself water for the fortification; take 
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possession of thy fortresses ; go into the clay and tread in the chaff; take pos- 
session for brick. There fire will devour thee, the sword will cut thee off, it 
will devour thee as the locust, and thou shalt be burdened as the wingless 
locust. Thou didst increase thy commerce beyond the stars of heaven; the 
locust hastened and was spread out. Thy mingled host leaped forth as the 
wingless locust, as the locust that has lighted upon a hedge on a frosty day ; the 
sun rose and it leaped off, and no one knows its place. Woe to them! Thy 
shepherds slumbered, the Assyrian King lulled to sleep thy mighty men; thy 
people departed to the mountains, and there was no one who gathered. There 
is no healing for thine affliction, thy plague festered ; all who hear the report 
of thee will clap hands over thee ; for upon whom has not thy wickedness come 
continually ? 


: EV. AYNE inton 1¢ 

Committee, Ray W. W. Lovesoy, Ironton, O. 
Rev. W. H. CARMICHAEL, Lexington, III. 


A TRANSLATION OF THE TARGUM (JONATHAN) OF THE 
PROPHECY OF NAHUM. 


CHAPTER I. 


The burden [W. has shadow] of the cup of cursing which Nineveh is to be 
made to drink. First Jonah, son of Amitti, [W. inserts the prophet] of Gath 
Hepher, prophsied against her, and she turned from her sins; and now that 
she sinned again, Nahum from the house of Koshi prophesied against her again, 
according as it is written in this record. A God who is a judge and an avenger 
is Jehovah. An avenger is Jehovah and much power is with him. Ready is 
Jehovah.to take vengeance upon the haters of his people, even in mighty 
anger upon hisenemies. Jehovah is slow to anger but much power is with 
him. Jehovah is ready to take vengeance [B. R. omits the foregoing clause.] 
but he forgives those who turn to the law; yet those who do not turn he does 
not fail to punish. Jehovah leads in tempest and in wind, and clouds of dark- 
ness he casts down before him. He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and all 
the rivers he dries up. Bashan is desolate and Carmel, and the trees of Leb- 
anon droop. The mountains tremble before him, and the hills are broken; 
and the earth is wasted before him, both the world and all dwellers therein. 
When he reveals himself in mercy to give the law to his people, then the 
world trembles before him. But when he reveals himself in anger to take 
vengeance upon the haters of his people, before his vengeance who shall arise, 
and who shall bear up in the evil of his anger? His anger dissolves like fire, 


1The texts used are those of Walton and the Biblia Regia. Differences between them are 
indicated by alternative readings in brackets. 
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and the rocks are broken before him. Good is Jehovah to Israel, to lean upon 
in the time of distress, and those who trust in his word are made manifest be - 
fore him. In mighty anger and in vehement wrath he will make utter de- 
struction of the peoples who have arisen and laid waste the holy house of 
Jehovah, and his enemies he will deliver to Gehenna. Ye peoples who have 
spoiled Israel, what are ye devising against Jehovah? An utter destruction 
of you he is about to make, and distress shall not arise against the house sf 
Israel twice [W. reads, and there shall not arise to you twice, as to the house 
of Israel, breath after distress.]. Because the rulers of the people who spoiled 
the house of Israel, as they stagger in wine, so seduced them, and consumed 
them as fire consumes stubble very dry. From thee, Nineveh comes forth a 
king who is devising evil against the people of Jehovah, who counsels a 
counsel of wickedness. Thus saith Jehovah: Though perfect in counsel and 
great in number be the peoples who are assembled to afflict thee, O Jerusalem, 
and they cross the Tigris and pass over the Euphrates and come to afflict thee, 
though I have made thee serve, I will not make thee serve again. And nowl 
will shiver the yoke of the peoples from your necks, and your chains I will 
tear off. And Jehovah will command the king of Assyria concerning thee, 
and there shall no more be a remembrance of thy name. From the house of 
thy idols I will cut off carved image and molten image. There I will make 
thy grave because this is a very light thing for me. Behold upon the moun- 
tains of the land of Israel [B. R. omits of the land] the feet of the bearer of © 
glad tidings, the proclaimer of peace! Celebrate,O Judah, thy feasts, fulfil 
thy vows; because the wicked shall not pass over thee again. They are all cut off. 


CHAPTER II. 


Those who were coming up and spreading over thy land were laying siege to 
thee, setting watches upon thy ways. Strengthen the neck; make: strength 
exceedingly firm [W. reads, strong of neck, exceedingly firm of strength]. 
Because Jehovah restores to Jacob his strength, to Israel his excellence ; for 
spoilers have spoiled them and destroyed the cities of their praise. The 
shields of their heroes are made red, and the men of war are in garments of 
scarlet. With fire the torches of their chariots are prepared for the day of 
their ornamentation. The leaders of their army are clothed in gorgeous ap- 
parel. Through the streets the chariots rush madly ; the sound of the clash 
of their arms is heard in the broad ways of the city. Their aspect is as torches, 
as darting lightning. The leaders of their army are put in authority, they 
stumble in their goings. They hasten ; they lay the wall, and they build the 
towers. The bridges of the rivers are broken down and the king trembles in © 
his palace. The queen sitting in a sedan goes forth into captivity, and her 
attending maidens go after her mourning as with the sound of doves, beating 
upon their breasts. Though Nineveh was like a place of the collection of 
waters from the days before her, yet they are fleeing. Stand! stand! but 
there is no one who is turning about to stand. Plunder silver, plunder gold, ~ 
and there is no end to the treasures. Collect all desirable things. Plundered 
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and spoiled and opened to the enemy is the gate ; and hearts melting and smit- 
ing of knees and distress in all loins, and all their faces are covered with black- 
ness, black as a pot. Where are the habitations of the kings and the house of 
the dwelling of the princes, where the kings walked? There they left their 
sons, behold, as a lion that remains at his prey in security, and there is no one 
who causes alarm. The kings brought booty to their wives and spoils to their 
sons, and filled their treasures with booty and their palace with spoil. Behold 
I am about to send my fury upon thee, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will burn 
up thy chariots with fire, and thy villages the sword shall destroy; and I will 
consume thy commerce from the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall 
no more be heard. 


CHAPTER III. 


Woe to the city shedding blood! She is all full of lies and spoils. The 
slaughter does not cease. The sound of the striking of blows and the sound 
of the moving of wheels, and horses prancing and chariots bounding. Horse- © 
men curveting, and flame and glitter of swords, and flash of spear, and a great 
number of slain, aud a multitude of dead bodies, and there is no end to the 
slain ; they stumble over their slain. Because of the greatness of the din of 
the city, which is as a harlot, a street-walker, beautiful of grace [W. has ap- 
pearance}, knowing enchantments, that betrayeth peoples with her harlotries 
and kingdoms with her enchantments. Behold I send my fury against thee 
saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will uncover the shame of thy sin upon thy face, 
and I will show the peoples thy shame and kingdoms thy ignominy. And I 
will cast upon thee filthy things and disgrace thee, and make thee vile in the 
eyes of every one seeing thee. And it shall be that every one who shall see 
thee shall flee far from thee, and shall say: Nineveh is spoiled. Who will 
mourn for thee? Where shall I find comforters for thee? Art thou then 
better than great Alexandria, which dwelt amid the rivers, waters all around 
her, whose wall was the sea, of the sea were her walls? Ethiopia was her 
support, also Egypt, and there was no end. The inhabitants of Put and the 
Lybians were among thy helpers. Even she went into exile as a captive ; 
also her babes were dashed in pieces at the head of all the streets; and upon 
her honored men they cast the lot, and all her great men were broken down 
with chains. Also thou shalt drink as a drunkard; also thou shalt seek 
help against the enemy. All thy fortresses are like early figs, which, if they 
are shaken, fall, and there are left among them dried clusters which are fit 
for eating. Behold, thy people are weak like women in the midst of thee. To 
thine enemies shall certainly be opened the gates of thy land, and fire shall 
consume thy strength. Collect water into the midst of thee ; make strong thy 
fortresses ; multiply power ; cause service to be done in the clay; strengthen 
thy buildings. There the peoples that are strong shall come against thee as 
fire, those who kill by the sword shall consume thee. The armies of the peo- 
ples which are numerous as devouring locusts shall be assembled against thee. 
They shall cover thee as the swarming locusts; they shall devastate thee as 
the locusts. Thou hast made thy traders more numerous than the stars of 
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heaven. Behold they are as swarming locusts, which spread abroad and fly 
away. Behold thy coins glitter as locusts, and thy satraps are as young locusts, 
which sit upon the walls upon a chilly day, which, when the sun breaks forth 
upon them, disperse, and the place whither they have fled is not known. 
Broken are thy strong men, O king of Assyria. The people of thy armies are 
in exile. Thy people are scattered upon the mountains and there is no one 
gathering them. There is no one who mourns for thy hurt. Thy wound is 
deadly. All who hear the report of thee shall clap their hands over thee; they 


rejoice, for upon whom hath not the blow of thy iniquity passed continually ? 


Mr. F. J. Gurney, Chicago. 
Committee, { Mr. C. E. CRANDALL, Milton, Wis. 
Rev. O. O. Fietcuer, Morgan Park, Ill 


A TRANSLATION OF THE VULGATE OF THE PROPHECY OF 


NAHUM: 


CHAPTER I. 


The burden of Nineveh ; the record of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 
A jealous one is God, and an avenger is the Lord, and one having wrath ; an 
avenger is the Lord against his adversaries, and angry is he with his enemies. 
The Lord is patient and great in strength, and cleansing he will not make 
guiltless. The Lord is in the tempest, and in the whirlwind are his ways, and 
clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea and maketh it dry, and 
all the rivers he reduceth to a desert. Bashan is enfeebled, and Carmel, and the 
flower of Lebanon droopeth. Mountains are shaken by him, and hills are for- 
saken; and the earth quaketh at his presence, both the world and all dwellers 
therein. In the presence of his indignation who shall stand, and who shall 
resist in the wrath of his fury? His indignation is poured out as fire, and the 
rocks are torn asunder by him. The Lord is good, and strengtheneth much in 
the day of distress ; and he knoweth those hoping in him. And in a flood 
passing over, he will make an end of her place ; and darkness shall pursue his 
enemies. What devise ye against the Lord? He will make an end ; distress 
shal) not arise twice. Because as thorns entwine themselves, so is the revelling 
of those drinking together ; they shall be consumed as stubble fully dry. From 
thee shall go forth a deviser of evil against the Lord, one occupied in mind 
with wrong-doing. Thus saith the Lord: Though they may be complete, and 
80 many, so also they are shorn, and he will pass through. I have afflicted 


1The text used is that of Sixtus V. and Clement VIII. 
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thee, and I will afflict thee no more. And now I will break in pieces his rod 
from off thy back, and thy bonds I will burst asunder. And the Lord will 
command concerning thee, that no more shall be sown of thy name ; from the 
house of thy God I will destroy graven and molten images, I will make ihy 
grave, because thou art unhonored. Behold uponthe mountains the feet of 
the bearer of glad tidings, and the proclaimer of peace! Celebrate, O Judah, 
thy feasts, and render thy vows, for Belial shall not pass through thee again ; 
he is utterly perished. 


CHAPTER Ii. 


He is coming up to disperse before thee, to guard the blockade ; watch the 
way, strengthen greatly the loins, make power firm exceedingly. Because the 
Lord restoreth the pride of Jacob as the pride of Israel; for ravagers have 
put them to flight, and their scions they have spoiled. The shield of his 
heroes is fiery, the men of the army are in scarlet ; the reins of the chariot are 
flaming in the day of his preparation, and the charioteers are stupefied. They © 
are confused in the streets ; the four-horse chariots pass together in the broad 
ways ; their appearance is like torches, like flashes of lightning they run to 
and fro. He will remember his heroes, they shall fall down in their goings ; 
they shall mount quickly to her walls, and the shelter will be prepared. The 
gates of the rivers are opened, and the temple is overthrown to the foundation. 
And the captive soldier is led away, and his maids threaten, moaning as doves, 
murmuring in their hearts. And Nineveh—as a pool of water are her waters, 
yet they fleeaway. Stand! stand! and no one turneth back. Plunder silver, 
plunder gold ; and there is no end of riches from all desirable vessels. She is 
scattered, and cleft, and torn; and heart melting, and weakness of knees, and 
a failing in all loins, and the faces of all of them are as the blackness of a pot. 
Where is the den of the lions, and the feeding-place of the lion’s whelps, to 
which the lion goeth that he may walk there, the lion’s whelp, and no one 
causeth alarm? The lion seized enough for his whelps, and slew for his 
lionesses ; and filled his lair with spoil and his resting-place with prey. Behold 
I [am coming] unto thee, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will set on fire even 
to smoke thy four-horse chariots, and the sword shall consume thy young 
lions, and I will banish thy spoils from the earth, and the voice of thy mes- 
sengers shall be heard no more. 


CHAPTER III. 


Woe, city of blood, full of falsehood, abounding in cruelty! The prey shall 
not depart from thee. The sound of the whip, and the sound of the whirl of 
wheels, and of horse snorting, and four-horse chariot glowing, and horseman 
mounting. And glittering sword, and flashing spear, and a multitude of slain, 
and a grievous overthrow ; there is no end of corpses, and they fall down over 
their bodies. Because of the multitude of the fornications of the harlot, 
showy and agreeable, and possessing enchantments, who selleth nations in her 
fornications, and households in her enchantments. Behold I [am coming} 
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unto thee, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will uncover thy shame in thy face, 
and I will show thy nakedness to the nations, and to kingdoms thy disgrace. 
And I will cast upon thee abominations, and bring upon thee insults, and set 
thee for an example. And it shall be that every one who shall see thee, shall 
start back from thee and say: Nineveh is laid waste. Who will shake the 
head over thee ? Whence shall I seek a comforter for thee? Art thou better 
than Alexandria of the peoples, that dwelleth amid the rivers? Waters are in 
her circuit ; whose riches is the sea; of water are her walls. Ethiopia is her 
strength, and Egypt, and there is no end. Africa and Libya were among thy 
help. But even she in removal was led into captivity ; her babes were dashed 
in pieces at the head of all the streets, and over her honored men they cast the 
lot, and all her great men were bound in chains. And thou therefore shalt be 
drunken, and shalt be despised ; and thou shalt seek aid from the enemy. All 
thy fortresses are as fig trees with their unripe figs; if shaken they fall into 
the mouth of the eater. Behold thy people are women in the midst of thee : 
to thine enemies the gates of thy land shall be thrown wide open, fire shall 
devour thy bars. Draw for thyself water for the siege, build up thy fortresses, 
go into the clay and tread, kneading thoroughly get brick. There fire shall 
consume thee. Thou shalt perish by the sword ; it shall devour thee as doth 
the locust. Assemble together as the locust, multiply as the locust. Thou 
hast made thy commerce more than are the stars of heaven ; the locust spread- 
eth out and flieth away. Thy guards are as locusts, and thy little ones as the 
locusts of locusts, which settle down in the hedges on a cold day; the sun 
riseth and they fly away and their place where they are is not known. Thy 
shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria ; thy princes are buried, thy people lie 
hid in the mountains and there is no one to gather them. Thy grief is not 
concealed, thy wound is deadly, all who hear thy report press together the 
hand over thee, for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually ? 
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